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Dear Knollwood Family, 

 

Can you believe that we are well into the second marking period?  It’s already  

December and soon we will be welcoming in a new year.  I am loving the learning 

environment that I see each day!  The students are working hard, embracing new 

adventure and discovering their love for reading and writing. 

 

As a reminder, we will continue with outside recess unless it is inclement weather.  

Please remember to dress our students fittingly for the weather. 

 

Parents, thank you for your continued support. It is a pleasure partnering with you 

in the education of your wonderful children! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa H. Parker 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
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                                Kindergarten Kangaroos! 

 The kindergarten students are off to a great start! They have made new friends and are          

comfortable with their daily routines and procedures. The literacy theme focus is on fairy tales         

including Goldilocks, The Three Little Pigs, The Three Billy Goats Gruff and Jack and the       

Beanstalk. After illustrating and writing, the children retell and act out each story using role 

cards as a part of center activities. Recently, the Kindergarten as a whole enjoyed reading “The 

Little Red Hen Makes Pizza” followed by a learning segment where each class had the           

opportunity to make their own pizza—Mmmm they were tasty! 

Math activities are incorporated all throughout the day. The students count during    attendance, 

lunch count and even calendar time. While sharing the news as a part of the     morning meet-

ing, students have been learning to group as a pair or sets of 

three as they explore odd and even numbers. Place value and 

counting on strategies are practiced while    discussing how 

many days they have been in kindergarten at Knollwood 

School. The students are building number sense as they count 

to determine how many more days until we bundle up the 

ones and move them to the tens place value. During the math 

block, they will continue exploring numbers up to 10.  
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                                      Fun in First Grade! 
 The first graders have been very busy this Fall!  Students greatly enjoyed the 

role of  Nature Detectives. They observed the changes the season brings and how it 

affects our daily lives. In Science our students learned that the Moon revolves 

around the Earth every 29.5 days. Students also enjoyed a lesson using Oreo    

cookies to create each phase of the Moon! 

 Students have been hard at work during the Readers and Writers          

Workshops.  As a result, they have built good reading habits and grown as writers! 

It was amazing to see writing their personal narratives about a Small Moments in 

their lives They are also learning how to use correct punctuation and how to write 

complete sentences with lots of details. In Fundations, our first graders have 

learned many strategies to make spelling easier, like chunking or tapping out the 

sounds in the words we are reading and writing. 

 In Math, students are working hard to learn their addition and  subtraction 

facts. They are learning to apply a variety of strategies to help them become   

stronger problem solvers.  
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                       Soaring in Second Grade! 
     The second graders at Knollwood have been very busy this Fall! In Readers 

Workshop, students have been working on “Growing Like Beanstalks” and         

becoming more mature second grade readers.  We are improving our reading skills 

by deciding how to read a book, learning how to give a book a “sneak peek”, and 

setting a timed reading goal for ourselves to grow our independent reading       

stamina.  Our end of the year goal is 45 minutes!  We also learned two new        

comprehension techniques called “Stop, Think, and Retell” and “Stop and Jot” and 

are also learning many new strategies to figure out “Tricky Words”.   

 In Writer’s Workshop, second graders are writing their own “Small          

Moment” personal narrative stories about something that has happened to them.   

We learned that a small moment story can be written about anything!  We could 

write about going on our favorite ride at Disney World, having dinner with our 

families, or even carving a pumpkin.  We are working hard to write sequentially 

across 5 pages, with details and describing words, and with a strong beginning and      

ending.    

 In Math, we worked on Place Value concepts within 2-digit numbers.  We 

learned how to draw models for numbers, how to write numbers in a variety of 

ways, identified if numbers were odd or even, compared numbers, and completed 

number patterns.   
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Third graders at Knollwood have been actively engaged in marking period one. In  

Readers Workshop we finished our first unit and had a great time learning how to 

build our reading lives. Not only did students find great spots and pick the best fit 

books but we established our reader’s notebooks and practiced skills as we read. We 

are now starting to read mystery books and will work alongside the detectives in our 

stories to solve the mysteries! In Writer’s Workshop we also finished our first unit, we 

wrote amazing personal narratives, or small moments. Students worked on adding   

details and dialogue to stretch out the heart of their stories. We are now ready to start 

nonfiction story writing!  

 

In Math, third graders began the marking period building upon skills of addition and 

subtraction with and without regrouping, and practiced their problem solving skills 

with multi-step word problems.  Each lesson begins with an interactive “Which 

doesn't belong?” discussion which the students really enjoy. They have recently     

completed a unit on “Data & Graphing” with students learning how to read, collect, 

and represent information.   

 

Social Studies topics included map and globe skills, how a Presidential Election works, 

and now a study of the 3 Branches of the US Government. In Science our first unit 

was Forms of Energy, and after that we’ll move on to Heat, Light, and Temperature.  

Thriving in 3rd Grade 
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Friendly Competition to Support the Education             

Foundation! 

The most recent “WE ARE PWAY” t-shirt and  hoodie 

campaign raised over $3,000 for the Piscataway Education 

Foundation. Ms. Romano’s class purchased the most apparel 

and won our “Pie The AP” competition.  Pictured above are 

room 12 students and Mrs. Parker during our Second grade 

“Pie” celebration  
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     Breakfast Over Books 
 
On November  3rd dozens of Knollwood 
families came to school to read their 
 favorite books before the start of the 
day. This was a great way to show off 
our reading skills and spend time with  
family and friends.  To top it off, this 
was all done over the most important 
meal of the day, breakfast! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at our 
next event! 
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 In early September the Knollwood PTO kicked off the school year 

with our Welcome Back Ice Cream Social and have been busy ever since.  

The 11th annual Walk-a-thon, our major fundraiser for the school year, was 

held on Friday, October 13
th

.
 
 It was a beautiful day as our students walked 

in support of Knollwood and many parents, family and friends came out to 

cheer us on.  We were also lucky enough to get a visit from the Knollwood 

Kangaroo and Clifford. 

 

Thanks to those pledge earners who raised over $7,200 for Knollwood field 

trips, assemblies, and much more. Congratulations to Stephanie R. for being 

our Grand Prize Winner and collecting the most pledge funds.  Many 

thanks to our other Top Ten Prize Earners and their families for their con-

tinued support:  Liliana F., Nathan C., Ian S., James. O. Advait P.,Kaylii K. 

Alexis A. Joshua L. Grantham B..   And a big thank you to all our pledge 

participants.  You all really make a difference.  There are also many local 

supporters that donated prizes for our pledge earners, such as Midori Sushi,  

Gianni’s Pizzarama, Ferraro’s Pizza and Pub, Greenbrook Academy of 

MMA, Wegmans, Somerset Patriots, Woodbridge Community Center and 

so many more.  We could not do it without them.  We thank everyone for 

their support! 
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 As always, Monster Mash Family Fun Night was a big hit.  We had 

well over 100 families attend to enjoy games, dancing with the DJ, face 

painting, crafts and a pumpkin decorating contest. In early November fami-

lies participated in Breakfast Over Books and started the day off together 

reading and sharing some special time before school.   

 

 December is scheduled to be another active month. Family Fun Night 

will be held on December1st.   Look for more information coming soon. We 

have many events planned in the new year and we hope to see you at our next 

membership meeting. Upcoming membership meeting dates include          

November 15th and January 17th at 7pm in the Knollwood media center.   
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Counselor’s Corner   Dr. Sarah Rutstein, Psy.D. x5822 
 

Counselor’s Corner: Character Still Counts! 
 

 
This year our students are continuing to work on developing good character. 

Each month they are taught about a new character trait and different ways to 

exhibit this trait in school. At the end of each month, students are nominated 

to receive a reward and participate in a small celebration who best exhibited 

that trait of the month.  The traits will be taught and practiced during the   

following months: 

 

September/October: Respect  

November/December: Responsibility 

January: Fairness 

February: Citizenship 

March/April: Caring 

May: Trustworthiness  

June: Character All-Star 

 

We look forward to another great year of building character in our students. 

As always, thank you for helping to encourage our students in demonstrating 

good character!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiRzN6NkrPQAhUN8YMKHedTA80QjRwIBw&url=http://dts.schoolwires.net/Page/3041&psig=AFQjCNGWETzqpJ1EmbSC4PcFWKUChC8voA&ust=1479587218637133


KNOLLWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWSLETTER      

 
 

 

INSPIRE GRANT WINNER! 
 

Over the past (3) years, Knollwood Elementary has been the proud recipient 

of (6) total Inspire grants. These grants have played a tremendous role in  

program development to further engage students through creative concepts 

and design.  

 

The Piscataway Education Foundation received over (35) grant applications 

for the 2017-2018 school year. Requests spanned across subject areas,         

including ELA, STEM, Social Studies, Foreign Language, Arts, Physical Ed-

ucation, as well as Special Needs and  Socialization.  Congratulations to Mrs. 

Srouji on  winning for her innovative “Conversation Enrichment” program.  
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Health Office        Mrs. Judy Collins, RN, CSN x5828 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The health office has been busy since the start of school.  Many stu-

dents needed updates to immunizations and physical examinations.  Please 

be sure to submit all paperwork as soon as possible.  

 

 Flu season is upon us.  The CDC recommends everyone 6 months of 

age and older get a flu shot.  If your child is ill with fever or respiratory/

stomach symptoms, please keep them home.   Call your child’s physician or 

school nurse for advice if you are unsure.  Eating nutritious food, getting 8-

10 hours of sleep at night and daily exercise will help protect and strengthen 

immunity.  Together we can help keep staff and students at Knollwood 

school healthy.  

 

 


